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Vasily Alekseenko

Fraya Brinkman

Mike Millar

EXPO Chairs 
Founder, Rare Founders
 
Vasily is the founder of Rare Founders, one of the largest startup communities in the UK, 
with over 24,000 founders and investors in the network. He built it from scratch into a go-
to platform for early-stage startups looking for capital, connections, and visibility through 
high-energy events and curated introductions.  
 
He is now building SoPhy, a relationship intelligence tool based on 15 years of research 
in Social Physics from MIT and Stanford. The product focuses on mapping real business 
relationships, not vanity connections, and aims to change how people build, manage, and 
benefit from their networks.

Partnership & Events Manager, Rare Founders
 
Fraya Brinkman is Partnerships & Events Manager at Rare Founders, one of the UK’s fastest-
growing startup communities, with over 24,000 founders and investors engaged through its 
events. 
 
She joined Rare Founders as her entry point into the startup world and quickly found a 
passion for building the ecosystem from the inside. Today, she leads on partnerships and 
experience design, creating high-energy events and curated environments where founders 
and investors can connect in a way that actually leads to opportunity. 

Partner & Head of Brand Strategy, SmplCo 
 
Michael is an entrepreneur and investor who helps innovators craft brand strategies that 
grab attention and build trust in their products & services.  
 
A former journalist (BBC, Reuters, etc.) and political lobbyist, Michael is also co-founder of 
the multi-award winning product design consultancy SmplCo, which has helped more than 
125 entrepreneurs conceive, design and develop their digital products, raise millions in 
investment, and land innumerable customers.
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SCALE is backing diverse
founders to shape the scaleup 
success stories of the future, with 
live pitch events on both days of 
our flagship London show.

Ambitious UK founders will take to the stage and pitch 
live to angel and VC investors. 

Female founders and entrepreneurs from 
underrepresented ethnic communities will leave the stage 
at SCALE EXPO with clearer next steps, stronger networks 
and the confidence to take their businesses further.  

Alongside the opportunity to connect with investors, 
two winners will walk away with a package of scaleup 
support from SCALE Ventures and its partners, including: 
 
Strategic coaching sessions worth £3,000 
provided by SCALE Ventures 
 
2 hour organisational resilience workshop, 
provided by Mike Sutliff, Resilience Expert  
 
1 year of free financial advice and on-demand 
support for personal and business financial 
planning, provided by BSG Financial 

1 year of free membership to EGYM Hussle  
 
2 months of Global Pro Access to the Angel 
Investment Network (AIN) platform worth 
£558

A 30-minute 1-on-1 pitch review session with 
Angel Investment Network brokerage experts

A dedicated shout-out in the AIN newsletter or 
LinkedIn page 

register now: scale-london.com /scale-london /scale_london_uk

We’ve partnered with SmplCo to provide a 
free Pitch Prep Pack for founders. It’s filled with 
practical activities that represent the distilled 
wisdom of dozens of successful pitches!
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Liz Barclay Dwain Reid

Liz Barclay is the co-founder of Business111.com which 
allows users to navigate to the support they need 

for their stage in business. Liz is Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship Special Advisor with the Institute of 

Directors, and works with several other organisations as 
a small and micro business champion.

Liz was the Small Business Commissioner for the UK 
until June 2025. She is also known for her business and 

communications coaching, broadcasting and journalism. 

Dwain Reid grew his childcare business into the largest 
provider in Lewisham before dedicating his career to 
empowering underrepresented founders. A business 

growth coach and former government adviser, Dwain 
has supported over 10,000 entrepreneurs in launching 

and scaling their ventures.

Dwain leads on Entrepreneurial Engagement and Early 
Stage Investment at Forbes Family Group, where he 

runs the Cap Table Pitch Programme, helping over 300 
founders access investment training, networks, and more 
than £165,000 in funding. Over 60 percent of funded 

ventures are Black-led.

Co-Founder, 
Business111.com

Growth Coach,
dwainreid.com

Pitch Judges 
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Building a successful business isn’t just about what you know - it’s about 
who you know, who knows you, and what you can do together.

At SCALE EXPO & SUMMIT, Speed Networking is designed to help you make meaningful new connections - quickly, 
efficiently, and at scale.

Running across both days of the event, you’ll have multiple opportunities to step in, take part, and meet dozens of 
ambitious founders, operators, and ecosystem partners who are all there for the same reason: to grow.

Speed Networking at #SCALELondon2026 is hosted in partnership with Innovate UK Business Connect

register now: scale-london.com /scale-london /scale_london_uk

SPEED NETWORKING

The right conversation can unlock:

•	 Your next customer
•	 A strategic partnership
•	 A key hire or advisor
•	 Investment opportunities
•	 Or simply a fresh perspective that changes 

how you think 

•	 Sessions run on the hour, every hour from 11:00 
until 16:00 on Day One and between 11:00 
and 15:00 on Day Two

•	 No need to book - first come, first served

•	 Come prepared with a short intro and what you 
are looking for

Why networking matters for 
entrepreneurs

How it works

in partnership with



PARTNERING WITH

CITYAM.COM

 WHAT’S BLACK  
 AND WHITE AND 
 READ ALL OVER? 

 OUR APP! 
 NOW WITH OVER 360,000  
USERS, AND COUNTING.  

DOWNLOAD YOUR  
FREE APP TODAY
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Irene Graham
OBE

Christiana  
Stewart-Lockhart

She is a former senior banker at Standard Chartered 
where she held both European and global managing 
director roles. She set up, ran and scaled several of 
the bank’s key client and product businesses across its 
corporate and institutional bank and led several global 
M&A activities.

During that time, at the height of the financial crisis, 
Irene was seconded to work across the banking industry 
where she lead the Business Finance Taskforce and 
Better Business Finance which was responsible for, 
amongst other initiatives, the founding of the Business 
Growth Fund, SME Finance Monitor, and leading on 
developments in Open Banking, and the Small Business 
Act.

She is a Visiting Professor of Entrepreneurship at 
Strathclyde University and holds a variety of NED and 
advisory roles across the creative, business and finance 
communities.

Christiana is Director General of the EIS Association 
(EISA), the trade body for the Enterprise Investment 
Scheme (EIS) and the Seed EIS ecosystem. 

EISA has more than 400 members including 
entrepreneurs, advisers and investors using the schemes.

Christiana previously spent more than a decade 
working in Westminster and holds a BA in Politics from 
the University of York. She was included on the 2025 
Women in Trade Associations powerlist, is a member 
of TISA’s Financial Education Council, and sits on the 
Advisory Board for the APPG for Entrepreneurship.

CEO,
ScaleUp Institute 

Director General,
Enterprise Investment Scheme Association

SUMMIT Chairs 



Our year-round events are 
focused forums designed 
for ambitious entrepreneurs 
looking to unlock the next 
stage of growth.

Across intimate roundtables, 
hands-on workshops, and 
curated dinners, we dive into the 
real challenges and opportunities 
facing scale-up leaders today.

Across intimate roundtables, hands-on workshops, and 
curated dinners, we dive into the real challenges and 
opportunities facing scale-up leaders today. 

Built around three core pillars — access to capital, access 
to talent, and access to markets — SCALE Sessions 
offer sharp insight, peer-led learning, and meaningful 
connections that go far beyond the show floor of our 
larger events.

We’re delighted to share details of our next 
2026 SCALE Sessions, hosted at SCALE Hub, 
W1 from 6–9pm:

register now: scale-london.com /scale-london /scale_london_uk

•	 Wednesday 20 May with guest speaker 
Dougal Shaw, author of BBC CEO Secrets 
(2022) and Fail Smarter (May 2026)

•	 Wednesday 17 June - details TBC

•	 Wednesday 8 July - details TBC

•	 Wednesday 16 September - details TBC

•	 Wednesday 14 October - details TBC



SCALE 
Summit cuts 
through the 
interference

The North of 
England has never 
lacked ambitious 
founders.
It’s a startup 
hotspot burning 
with ambition.

Earlybird tickets 
from £95

Many founders in the region are driven by the same desire to win.
To go further. To be the one that breaks through.

Continue the conversation in Manchester and engage with over 
300 founders based in and around the north west.

REGISTER FOR SCALE MANCHESTER
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Supercharging the visibility, 
investment, and impact of 
women-built businesses

Women Who Scale brings 
together the UK’s most influential 
founders, investors, allies and 
ecosystem leaders to champion 
the next generation of women 
building and scaling businesses 
with high-growth potential. 

Women Who Scale takes a practical, solutions-focused 
approach to improving outcomes for female founders. It 
aims to close the gender investment gap by giving female 
founders and women-led businesses the stage, connections, 
and support they need to grow, turning their ambition into 
scaleup success stories and economic wealth. 

 Ayesha Ofori,
Propelle

 Sam Smith,
The SuperScalers

 Vivien Wong,
Little Moons

 Andrea Sommers,
Hive Founders and 

Womankind Ventures

 Louise Doyle,
Needi

 Louise Hill,
GoHenry

“We need to go beyond awareness 
towards meaningful action, to 
unlock greater participa-
tion and investment 
outcomes for women. 

We’re creating clear 
pathways for women 
entrepreneurs to access 
the capital they need by 
plugging into a community 
of investors, advisors and allies all 
willing them to succeed.”

 Irene Graham OBE,
Scaleup Institute

Pip Murray,
Pip & Nut

Female Founders at #SCALELondon2026

Amy Knight, co-founder of Women Who Scale
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EXHIBITOR DIRECTORY
AccrueTek
Acumum - Legal & Advisory
ARCH
BBX
Bigin
Boardroom Advisors 
bOnline 
Boom Training 
BrightHR
BSL
Cleverfox AI
Community Massage Project
Corporate Traveller
dealOS
DECTA
Doshi Outsourcing
DPD
EGYM Hussle
EliteBusiness 
Endeavour London
Eureka Solutions
EveryCatch
Factorial
Faith in Finance
Female Techpreneur
Fulcrum Solutions
Funky Dory
Geecon Global 
Go Get Organised 
Grant Thornton 
Heartsong Live
Hello Fresh
Help to Grow - Management 
HiBob
HireHarbour

HIVE 
Ideas Fest
Innovate UK Business Connect
Iwoca 
Killik & Co
LegalVision
London Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Lucidity IP
Mercer, a Marsh Business
MSDUK
Northstar Consulting UK
OREE AI
Pair Software
Popcorn CRM
Professionals UK 
Quik-AI
Reed.ai
SCALE Sales Office 
SCCU Business
SH&P
Shakers
Smile IT Solutions
Sompo
Sound Financial 
spawn.london
State Bank of India 
Super Benji
Switching Group
The 196 Foundation
THE BUSINESS GROWTH NETWORK
The Cyber Resilience Centre for London
This is Reel
TLC Creative Solutions Agency
Visible PR
Work Extraordinary
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CORP TRAV


